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Rochester – The Seckendorf family recently made a donation of $10,000 to the Rochester Rotary Charities Howard Seckendorf memorial fund.  Howard had been serving as the Rochester Rotary Club President for 2009 – 2010 when he tragically and unexpectedly passed away in November of last year.

Following Howard’s death, Rochester Rotary Charities established a memorial fund for those wishing to make contributions in memory of Howard.  To date, that fund had collected over $7,500.00 in memorial contributions.  Howard’s family selected and seven local charities have received contributions of $500 each from the fund.  
The remaining funds, in addition to the $10,000 received from Howard’s family, will be dedicated to "Howie's Field of Dreams", a ball field for handicapped children to be built at Roger Allen Park.  This project was conceived of by Howard after reading in the Rotarian magazine about a similar field created by another U.S. Rotary club.  The field will be wheelchair accessible and will be the only one of its kind in the Seacoast area.  
Thanks to the dedication of Roger Allen Baseball President, John Creteau, members of the Seckendorf family, Al Benton of the Roger Allen Park Association, and Gerry Gilbert of Rochester Rotary, the "Field of Dreams" is currently in the planning and development stages, with the goal of having it open by the spring of 2011.

The planning group is seeking vendors to assist with the work, and possibly donate materials and/or services.  They are also pursuing grant funding sources and accepting monetary donations from area businesses and citizens.  The preliminary budget for the project is $100,000 which must be raised through grants, donations, and in-kind donations for the dream to come to fruition.  To make a tax deductible contribution, make your check payable to Rochester Rotary Charities and mail it to P.O. Box 779, Rochester, NH.  Make the note “Field of Dreams” in the memo line.

Pictured:  Gerry Gilbert, Treasurer for “Howie’s Field of Dreams”, accepts a donation from Kim Seckendorf while Rochester Rotary President Gerry Bisaillon looks on.  The Seckendorf family generously donated $10,000 to the project. 
