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Rochester – 
The Rochester Rotary Club selected Andrew Babb for their Rising Star Award in October 2009.  The Rising Star Award is given monthly to a Spaulding High School student who has displayed strong effort scholastically.


Babb transferred to Spaulding High School in the middle of his freshman year and due to differences in scheduling format and academic curriculum, the transition was somewhat rocky. He completed the year with only three credits. However, by the end of his sophomore, his grade point average rose to an admirable 3.0.  


What really brought him to the attention of the Rotary Club, however, is his outstanding commitment to service within the school and the community.  In addition to his schoolwork, Babb has worked at McDonald’s restaurant, umpires for Roger Allen Little League Baseball, and volunteered to assist with several Spaulding Open Houses and the New Student Orientation in August. Since May, Babb has been an avid volunteer at the Cocheco Valley Humane Society, where he assists with festivals and walks and leash trains the dogs. He also recently accepted a nomination to serve on the special education Focus Monitoring Committee. This committee, comprised of professionals and a few students, will be studying all facets of relationships between the regular and special education populations at Spaulding. Andrew’s older brother is a special needs student, so he will have much insight and compassion to share.


At Spaulding, Babb is deeply involved in the Aerospace Science/Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps. Not only has he excelled in his ROTC courses (A+ average), but he has become an integral part of the leadership component. Babb is a member of the Drill Team Squadron, for which he practices long hours during school and on weekends. He has earned twelve ribbons, as well as team ribbons and trophies.
After high school, Andrew hopes to enlist in the military. Until that time, he will continue his training through ROTC and his participation with We Care Packers, shipping goods to our military men and women overseas.

In recognition of the award, Babb attended the Rotary Club luncheon and received a certificate signed by Rotary President Howard Seckendorf and Rising Star Program Chair Superintendent Mike Hopkins as well as a gift certificate to Waldenbooks in the Lilac Mall.  Andrew’s mother, Lyn Johnson, also attended the award luncheon.
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Pictured:  Rochester Rotary Club President Howard Seckendorf with October Rising Star award recipient, Andrew Babb, and Rotarian and Rochester Schools Superintendent Mike Hopkins

